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Georgia State University, the largest public urban untversity in the
Southeast, is a unique institution. The University is supported by students
of diverse interests and abilities. A few statements from Georgia State's
View Book exemplify the nature of this institution's urban situation:

At Georgia State University, ou; attitude is that an
urban university is much more than a school located
downtown. Put simply, we believe that as an urban
university we have special purpose and responsibility
serving urban society.

. . . Georgia State University
is the hub where all aspects of urban life cane to-
gether. We are a meeting ground for the men and womet
who make up business, industry, health services, govern-
ment, and education. We are a research center, a data
bank, a conference center. But most of all, we 'are a
great teaching institution (Georgia State University,
1974:5).

Georgia State's vital urban mission is reflected in its phenomenal enroll-
ment figures since its inception in 1913 (as the Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology Evening School of Commerce). More significantly, in 1970 there were
46,863 individuals enrolled in institutions of higher education in the metro-
politan Atlanta area (Carnegie Commission, 1972:126), and of this number, 31
percent were students at Georgia State (percent derived from amith, 1974:26).
This takes on an even more significant dimension if it is recognized that there
were eighteen accredited institutions of higher education in the Atlanta area
in 1970 (Greene, 1970:81-89). Georgia State alSo has a definite statewide
impact if one considers that in 1970 one out of every ten students in accredi-
tc,a institutions of higher education in this State were students at Georgia
State University. There were 62 accredited institutions of higher education
(with 110,000 students) in Georgia in 1970 (Ibid.).

It is Obvious from these few statistic's that Georgia State is serving an
important function within Atlanta's urban education framework as well as within
the Untversity System of Georgia.

Demographic Overview

Today's urban universities are composed of individuals with varied
interests and backgrounds. They are normally representative of the metro-
politan population in which the University is located. In the Carnegie Com-
mission's monograph on TheanTheCit, it is stated,

College and university leaders who wish to define their
educational function in terms of an urban mission, must
become students of thetr own areas. They must learn the
quantity and nature of total postsecondary resources in
the area. They must learn the characteristics of the
population (Carnegie Commission, 1972:23).



This statement is very true, however, it behooves an urban university .

to first investigate the characteristics of its own student body. Many
people assume that these general demographic characteristics are known, but
this is not always the case.

A university should be aware of the general demographic features of its
student population for several basic reasons. The reasons are based on ser-
vices provided to the students. These services involve: planning for aca-
demic programs, student services and physical facilities. These are only a
few of the services. The major need for knowledge about the student body is
reflected in the fact that any institution of higher eduoation is'involved
with a conglomerate of varied individuals. Dr. Robert F. Goheen, past presi-
dent of Princeton University, commented on the humanistics of higher educa-
tion:

In many ways, a university is a loose and peculiar asso-
ciation of persons, assembled for the pursuit of knowledge
and understanding. Misunderstanding grows at leasl, in
part out of the tendency so many of us have to see others
only as stereotypes.

Another stereotype is applied to college students--as if
over six million young men and women engaged in higher
education in this country could be categorized simply:
I have known a good many of them and I see few signs of
a common stamp (Goheen, 1.969:4-5).

PUrpose

The purpose of this report is to present demographic information of
Georgia State students in the Fall Quarter, 1974. The report mill emphasize
a graphic/tabular format for the presentation of data. The report could pro-
vide a format for developing a system of demographic studies (graphic form)
at this University.

Plan of Study

The data for this project was obtained from the Office of the Registrar's
student data base, and only Fall Quarter information (as of NoveMber 4, 1974)
was included.

The statistical description of the total student population is presented
Li a graphic and tabular format. The report was not meant to be a "projection"
type study, but instead, was meant to investigate a "stctic" population, i.e.,
the total student population at one point in time.

The student body characteristics are presented iratily'ly age and sex
for the total University ana i;hen by Schools within the University. The study
then illustrates same Characteristics of the black student population . and
transfer students. In conjunction with the general Characteristics of the
population, computer generated maps showing the geographic location of students
by school and academic level (graduate and undergraduate) are presented.

1 0 - .7
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'T4Irlitationsof the Study.

Thera was_soMedifficulty4nobtaining:-,completedata-for
clents:by:SchOol. and aCadaticfleV61;thefore,in soMeinstancea.total number
tfatUdentamilI'notttiatch.the number.:Qd to produce sameof thegraphiCs.
HOWeveilthia:did:nOt affect:the generad:viaual perspective of thegraphic

, illuStrationa.

(2) As -mentioned above, this study is a "static" study and is not
involved with projecting damographic trends within the Uniq-ersity. The in-
formation represents the demographic features of the student population in
the Fall Quarter of 1974.

(3) The data was analymed in aggregate fashion. In scme parts of the
analysis there were so few data elements that it did not appear useful to
produce maps or graphs for this information. Fbr example, there were twelve
graduate students in Allied Health Sd.ences in the Fall of 1974, and the
author felt that this nutber was too am1 to present in the mapping portion
of this report.

(4) Another limitation of this study is that there were no detailed
comparisons made between Georgia State and other major urban institutions.
Many ultan universities have some common characteristics; at the same time,
each institution has a unique identity and this is true of Georgia State
University. Therefore, it lima not feasible to compare demographic character-
istics of other urban universities and Georgia State.



DENKX1RAPIPLAND EDUCATION:
FACT BOOKS AND STATII;TICAL PROFILES

Educational Planners and the
Aroacem.hicStudies

Chau (1969), in his book, Demographic Aspects of Educational Planning,
relates the broad concerns of educational planners at the national planning
level. Some of these concerns can 'be applied to the needs of an'individual
institution. Educational planners at postsecondary institutions should be
concerned with three broad areas in their evaluation of the demographic
characteristics of the student population:

(1) The age and sex distribution of the population is important
because this is a point of departure for any educational
policy planning in an institution of higher education.

(2) The occupational goals of the population, which are reflected
in the various academic interests of the student body, are
important because academic program planning draws from this
type of data.

(3) The geographic location of the population is important
because the apatial distribution of the student body dic-
tates the types of services (academic and non-academic)
provided to the students.

Individuals involved in planning in the field of higher education a.:7e
coming to a fUller realization that they are dealing with human resources
and not just numbers of students, and that the human resources must be
developed to fUll potential if our society is to fUnction more efficiently.
In the author's opinion, this goal should be the goal of all institutions
of higher learning. A statement which supports this idea can be found in
Zigli's article on the "Economic Impact of the University" (1973:49-51).
In his evaluation of the economic impact of Georgia State University on the
Atlanta area, he states,

A case in point is the university which enjoys a symbiotic
relationship with its commurity. It survives through the
importation of energy and intelligence which it transforms,
yielding a variety of outputs from fiscal resources to
human capital (Zigli, 1973:51).

Fact Books and Statistical Profiles

The need for student information is evidenced by the numerous "Fact
Books" and "Statistical Profiles" which are published at various institu-
tions each year. These monographs present statistics concerning institu-
tional structure and enrollment. These documents are designed to provide



"brief and pertinent information on a variety of subjects of interest" (not.
all Fact Books and Profiles are brief; in fact, the Statistical Profiles of
West Virginia University 1973-74 is over two hundred pages in length). Al-
though there is not a designated format to these documents, the majority
contain elements such as,

(a) General information (historical data, administrative intor-
mations etc.)

(b) Enrollment figures (student data)

(c) Degrees conferred (number of graduates, types of degrees,
etc.)

(d) Faculty (education level, length of service, average salary
of rank, etc.)

(e) University finance (state appropriations, budget allocations,
etc.)

(f) Physical facilities (description of facilities, building
cost summary, etc.)

The information on students is usually limited as it pertains to enroll-
ment figures, grade distributions, SAT scores, and geographic origins of
students (presented in tabular form).

Enrollment agpears to represent the most significant aspect of the student
information section in Fact Books. Since enrollment is vital to the continu-
ation of the university, this type of data should be provided in detail; how-
ever, it is just as important to investigate the demographic characteristics
of the individuala which these enrollment statistics represent.

Why the Graphic/Tabular Approach to Demoaraphy?

As stated previously, a majority of "demographic" studies produced by
various institutions are presented in the form of "Fact Books" or "Statistical
Profiles." These documents are often just quantitative guides to institutions
and often take much time to sift through to find some types of information.
It is the contention of the author that it is much easier to focus on numeri-
cal relationships if the data is presented Jn a graphic form. It is for this
reason that this particular mode of illustration is used in this report.
lawman (19681) indicates the importance of graphic communication as a language
in itself:

. . graphic communication draws upon the natural resources
of its own language, and refers to visual experience as a
source of principles and values for designing more articulate
form. What is introduced, then, is a conceptual logic rather
than a technical method; a way of seeing the graphic figure
as a visual statement.

5



A DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW OF
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY FALL QUARTER 1974

In the following pages graphs are presented which reflect the age/sex
distribution of the vaxious schools within the University (the breakdown is
by graduate and undergraduate level). The age of the student population is
important for planning purposes. In earlier years, the average age of the
student pcpulation in most colleges and universities ranged frmn the late
teens to early twenties for undergraduates (and slightly older for graduate
students); however, many institutions of higher education are now becoming
more diversified by adhering to the new trend of providing education for older
students (i.e., individuals in their 30's, 40's, and 50's), as well as the
traditional student. In a recent issue of Change nagazine, Gross (1975:13-15)
discussed the role of the older student in higher education. Gross stated,

One out of every five colleges and universities is cur-
rently moving in this direction (of providing education
opportunities for the older student). . . These new pro-
grams for students in what the French call 'the third
age' are not constrained by the pressure of testing,
grading, and credentialing. In these classrooms one
finds something rare in American education above primary
grades: learning for its own sake.

Georgia State Uhiversity has traditiona3ly been involved in educating
the somewhat older students. For an example, the average age of undergradu-
ates who graduated in June, 1974 was 25 years of age. The relatively "higher"
average age of undergraduates at this University can be attributed to several
factors: (1) Georgia State's geographical location within the metropolitan
region, (2) this University offers evening courses which serve the (full-time)
working student, and (3) Georgia State is totally a commuter institution.

The intent in Figures 1 through 12 is to provide a more detailed look at
the age/sex composition in each School. Two limitations of the graphic dis-
play are: (1) only the Schools with a large number of graduate students
were included in the graduate section of the age/sex analysis, and (2) the
horizontal scale (number of students) on each graph is n:A, consistent. These
inconsistencies result from the vaxious sizes of the populations being
investigated. Accordingly, each graph should be interpreted separately, and
when comparisons are made, the population size should be taken into consider-

The highlights of this series of graphs are as follows:

The average age of undervaduate and graduate students at
Georgia State University is 25 & 31, regpectively. The
average age of all students is 27.

* Altllough the sex distfibution is relatively equal through
Most age ranges, there are more females in age ranges from
under 20 to 25 years of age. In the age ranges 25 to 35,



there are more male students than female. After age 35,
there is a larger number of females than males. However,
the oldest students at the Uhiversity (over 60 years of
age) are men.

There are more black female students than male. The aver-
age age for all bladk students is 28.

In absolute numbers, there are more females than males in
every School except Business Administration and Urban Life.

The older students in the Schools of Allied Health Sciences,
Arts and Sciences, and Education tend to be female.

The percentage of students who are at the graduate level in
each School are as follows: 19 percent in Arts and Sciences,
33 percent in Business Administration, and 77 percent in
Education.

The largest percentage of undergraduate students with 4.0
grade point averages are females in every Sdhool except
Allied Health Sciences.

Six percent of the total male population has a grade point
average (GPA) of 4.o as compared to 14 percent of the total
female group. Sixty-seven percent of the females have GPA's
higher than 3.0 as cappared to 48 percent of the males.
Fourteen percent of all male students have GPA's lower than
2.0 as cappared to eight percent of the females.



TABLE 1

PERCENTAGE OF MALES AND FEMALES BY SCHOOL AND LEVEL
GEORGLA STATE UNIVERSITY

FALL QUARTER, 1974

Male
Level School

Female
N

Undergraduate Allied Health Sciences 192 16.6 968 83.4
Undergraduate Arts and Sciences 2039 48.8 2136 51.2
Undergraduate Business Administration 2602 79.9 654 20.1
Undergraduate Education 193 17.0 940 83.0
Undergraduate Urban Life 533 64.8 290 35.2

General Studies
Developmental Studies

168 47.9 183 52.1
145 5a4o 145 50.0

Graduate Allied Health Sciences 6 5, - 6 50.0
Graduate Arts and Sciences 417 43.3 547 56.7
Gradvate Business Administration 1305 85.1 229 14.9
Graduate Education 1072 27.5 2827 72.5
Graduate Urban Life 109 63.4 63 36.6
Graduate Governmental Administration 111 83.5 22 16.5

TOTAL 8892 49.7 9010 50.3

SOURCE: Percents computed by the author. The data vas obtained from the
Office of the Registrar.

16



TABLE 2

AVERAGE AGE OF STUDENTS BY SEX, SCHOOL, AND LEVEL
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY

FALL QgARTER, 1974

Average Age
Level School Male Female

(N=8892) (B=9010)

Undergraduate Allied Health Sciences 24 23
Undergraduate Arts and Sciences 24 24
Undergraduate Business Administration 26 25
Undergraduate Education 26 25
Undergraduate Urban Life 26 24

General Studies 22 22
Eevelopmental Stndies 21 21

Graduate Allied Health Sciences 31 32
Graduate Arts and Sciences 29 29
Graduate Business Administration 29 27
Graduate Education 32 31
Graduate Urban Life 29 27
Graduate Governmental Administration 31 27

TOTAL 26 27

SOURCE: Percents computed by the author. The data was obtained from the
Office of the Registrar.

1 7,



Figure 1 illustrates the age and seac distribution for the

total student body for Fall Quarter, 1974. The figure

indicates the.t thc age composition is fairly evenly distri-

buted among males and females through age 35. At this

junction it can be seen that the number of females increases

as campared to males. However, it appears that the oldest

students at this University are males (over 60 years of

age).

A more detailed look at the graph shows that the male popu-

lation exceeds the female population in the age groups of

25 to 30 and 30 to 35.

The average age of graduate and undergraduate students at

Georgia State is 31 and 25, respectively. The average

age of all students is 27. The number of male students

between the ages of 20 and 30 do not vary as greatly as

the f0Aale students in the same age categories.



FIGURE I
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION

TOTAL STUDENT BODY POPULATION
FALL QUARTER, 1974

75
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Figure 2 presents the distributionafblack students..:by_age:

and sek. Thiaagure:aupports literature indicating:that:

female black students.in higher:_educatiOn outnUmber the

male students ,./klenshe and Scott,',1973).. In eadhage cate7

gory there are almost twice As many female StUdents,aa

male students.

The black student population represents 13 percent of the

total student body. The average age of black graduates is

32 and the average age of the undergraduate group is 25.

The numbers indiate that there is little difference in

the average Acre of black students when compared to the

total student population.

There axe parallels in the general age/sex distribution

for the total student body and black student body. There

is little difference in the number of black males in the

age category 20 to 30 which is similar to Figure 1 for the

total male student body. This same observation is true of

black females in the 20 to 30 age categories as compared

to the total female student body as reflected in Figure 2.

The oldest black students axe females. This observation

differs fram the general age distribution of the total

student population.

2.0

.+Z



-FIGURE 2
GEORGIA'STATE UNIVERSITY

DISTRIBUTION OF BLACK STUDENTS
BY:AGE AND SEX

FALL QUARTER, 1974
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Source: Tte Office of the Registrar
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FIGURE 3

Figure 3 depicts graphically the age/sex camposition of under-

graduate Allied Health Sciences students. The first observation

which can be made is that the group is predominantly female.

This fact is not surprising when it is considered that Georgia

State has a large Nursing Department which is camposed mostly

of females. There are very few undergraduate male students in

Allied Health Sciences over the age of 30 or under the age of

20.

2 2
.1k



grg'

-:GEORGIk,STATEANIVERSITY;
AGE AND SEk,DISTRIBDTION

:OF UNDERGRADALLIED HLTH. SU.. STUDENTS,
.FALL.QUARTER,'::1974

Source.: Office of the Registrir



FIGURE 14.

gigure 4 illustrates the age/sex breakdown for undergraduate

Arts and Sciences students. This School has the most evenly

distributed group of undergraduates. The School of Arts and

Sciences is very heterogeneous, and only after the age of 35

does the nuMber.of females and males differ greatly.- The

majority of the oldest students (over 50 years of age) appear

to be women.
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FIGURE 4
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION

OF UNDERGRADUATE ARTS SCI. STUDENTS
FALL QUARTER, 1974
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FIGURE 5

Figure 5 presents the distribution of undergraduate Business

Administration students by age and sex. This distribution is

contrastingly different to that of Allied Health Sciences and

there is little comparison to the distribution of Arts and

Sciences undergraduates. Females represent 20 percent of the

student undergraduate population in Business Administration.

The male undergraduates tend to be older than the female stu-

dents.

26'



FIGURE S
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION

OF UNDERGRADUATE BUS. ADMIN. STUDENTS
FALL QUARTER, 1974
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. By far, the majority of individuals in each

level are females; however, a relatively large number of males

emerges in the age range 20 to 30 which indicates the increasing

nuMber of males entering the fields of primary and secondary

education.



FIGURE 6
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION

OF UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION STUDENTS

65 FALL QUARTER, 1974
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Figure 7 indicates that the number of males in undergraduate

Urban Life is greater than females. The undergraduate males

in the School of Urban Life, as in the School of Business

Administration, are relatively older. The majority of both

males and females are in the age range of 20 to 30. It is

interesting to note that although the urban studies area has

been traditionally dominated by males, there are several

females in the category aver 30 years of age who are parti-

cipating in Georgia State's Urban Life program.

3 6
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FIGURE 7
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION

OF UNDERGRADUATE URBAN LIFE STUDENTS
FAIL QUARTER, 1974

Source: The Office of the Registrar
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FTGURE 8

Figure 8 reflects the fact that the composition of males and

females in General Studies appears to be evenly distributed.

The students in General Studies reflect the type of age dis-

tribution which most people would assume is natural for college

students, that is, a population in the age range from 18 to 25.

Figure 8 illustrates that there are more females than males

participating in General Studies programs, except for the age

ranges over 4o.

32



F/GURE 8
GEORGIA 'STATE UNIVERSITY
AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION
OF GENERAL STUDIES STUDENTS

FALL QUARTER, 1974
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Figure 9 illustrates the student distribution in the Develop-

mental Studies programl which is directed toward those indi-

viduals just entering college who are required to conrplete

remedial work before und!rtaking courses at the normal college

level. The age pattern for males and females is fairly evenly

distributed for most age ranges up to the age of 40.



FIGURE 9
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION

OF DEVELOPMENTAL STUDY STUDENTS
FALL QUARTER, 1974'
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Figure 10 points out that even though the age/sex distribution

for graduate Arts and Sciences students is relatively even;

there appears to be more females in all age ranges. The

range 25 to 30 contains approximately 45 percent of all gradu-

ate students in Arts and Sciences. The number of females in

the age categories over 35 far outweighs the males.

Nineteen percent of the Arts and Sciences students are graduate

studente. This is low cmpared,to the Sdhool Of Education.

Where 77-Percent of the students are at the graduate level.



. FIGURE 10
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY,
AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION.-

OF GRADUATE ARTS & SCIENCES STUDENTS
FALL QUARTER,, 1974

curce: Office of the Regletrar"



Figure 11

FIGURE 11

indicates that there are very few females in relation

males:in graduate Business. When cOmpared with Arts and

Taciences there are mOrp'graduate studentEr(in absolnte nuMbers

in'the age category of 20 tO-:25-JndicatingpoSsibly:that the

large.nuMber of BUsiness StudentS enter,graduate sChool.at a

younger age. .Thirty-two perdent-of students in Business Admin-E

istration are.graduate students; tbi percentage Is slialler:than

the percentage in the School of Education.
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FIGURE 11
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY

, AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION
OF GRADUATE BUSINESS 'ADMIN. STUDENTS,

FALL QUARTER, 1974
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FIGURE,12

Figure 12 depicts the age/sex distribution of graduate students

-In the School of' Education. The rumiber of graduate students in

the School of Education is much larger than the undergraduate

Population. In fact, 77 percent of the students are at the

graduate level. This reflects one of the primary missions of

this particular School which is to provide advanced training

Education for teachers in the metropolitan area. Moreover, some

of Atlanta's metropolitan counties now require their teachers to

earn a Master's degree after a specific manber of years with the

county school system.

4 0
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FIGURE 12
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION

OF GRADUATE EDUCATION STUDENTS
FALL QUARTER, 1974



GPA

.! 97.19i

FIGURE 13

A

Figure 13 illUstrates the grade point average distribution for

undergraduates by school and sex for Fall Quarter, 1974.

Six percent a the total male population has
a grade point average (GPA) of 4.0 as compared
to 14 percent of,the total female group.. Forty-
eight percent of the males have GPA's higher
than 3.0 as compared. to 67 percent of the total
female population. Fourteen percent of all male
students have GPA's lower than 2.0 as compared
to eight percent of the females.

* The largest pergentage of 4.0 GPA's are held by
females in every School but Allied. Health Sciences.

Only in the School of Education is there a larger
percentage of females than males with a GPA of
1.0 to 1.9.

* A larger percentage of males than females, in each
School, fall into the 2.0 to 2.9 GPA range (how-
ever, in Urban Life, 51% of the females fall into
this range).

* A large percentage of females in Arts and Sciences
and Education had. grade point averages in the range
of 3.0 to 3.9.

Allied
Health

Arts &
Sciences Bus. Adm. Education Aiiban Life

Percent
Male Female

Percent
Male Female

Percent
Male Female

Percent
Male Female

Percent
Male Femal

4.0 5.o 3.3 2.4 6.1 1.6 5.1 4.2 7.9 1.2 3.9
3.0-3.9 22.7 36.9 29.7 41.3 21.5 37.3 39.9 45.3 20.1 31.9
2.0-2.9 49.6 44.3 50.5 41.5 54.5 41.1 43.4 34.9 61.0 50.7
1.0-1.9 15.2 12.3 15.1 9.2 20.5 14.2 8.4 9.4 15.3 10.4
under 1.0 7.6 3.3 2.3 2.9 2.0 2.2 4.2 2.5 1.4 3.0

SOURCE: Percents computed by the author. The data was
provided by the Office of the Registrar.



FIGURE 13
GRADE POINT AVERAGE DISTRIBUTION FOR
UNDERGRADUATES BY SCHOOL AND SEX AT GSU

FALL QUARTER, 1974
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In Figure 14 the distribution of transfer students by race,

and age is presented.

Of the total student body, Over 50 percent,reported
that they originally attended another sdhool.

The largest category ofnon-whiteMalei.reporting
transfer status were in the age range:35 to 45..

* There Were more nod-white female transfer students
than nod-white male.'

* There are more male transfer students (52 percent)
than.female.

* Nineteen percent of the female transfers are non-
white as compared to 11 percent non-white male
transfers.

4 4

sex,
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FIGURE 24
DISTRIBUTION OF GSU TRANSFER STUDENTS

BY RACE, SEX, AND AGE
FALL QUARTER, 1974
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Figure 15 presents the distribution of regular students (in the

five major SchoolS) by race and sex. This graph illustrates:

* The:majOrity.of students-in Allied Health Scienceit,'
Artg.and Sciences, and.HduCation,are female. ...Jim-
ever,thediStribution;:oflfemalesin.lusiness-AdMin
istrationandUrban.:ItifeAS:ditferentfOr.thenon--..-
white and white student populatiOn og thanon=white
BusinesELAdminiatration,studentsi.A4 percept.are
females. On,the other handfemales account:for only
17 percent of the white students in-:Esiness.

* In the School of Urban Life,- 31 percent of the white
students are females; this can be Compared to the non-
white student where 50 percent are females.
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FIGURE' 15
DISTRIBUTION OF REGULAR STUDENTS BY

RACE AND SEX WITHIN SCHOOLS
AT GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY

FALL QUARTER, 1974
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THE RESIDERTIADII.ATZERNSOFSTUDENTS,
AT: GEORGIA ':STATE, UNIVERSITY

PALL QUARTEE,''1974- ",

Georgia State University serves a definite function in the Atlanta area.
The University provides individUals in the metropolitanregion with a con-
venient and relatively inexpensive place to earn-an undergraduate or graduate
degree. The geographic location of this institutimi i8 Well suited to serve .

the educational needs of the thousands of men and women who work'in Atlanta's
downtown or central area. Georgia State also furnishes exteaded.course pro-
grams at various locations throughout the metro area for-StUdents majoring in
the field of education. Because of the University's centralized location in
the metro area, many students (part-time and full-time students) who might not
ordinarily complete four years of college are giveuimpetua to work toward the
campletion of a degree. Harris (197213),in .A Statistical Portrait of Higher
Education, discusses the importance of urban universities. He indicates that

. . .the rising importance of a large urban university
which especially cater to part-time students and are
located in metropolitan areas in which population is
rising rapidly, has played a significant role (in sti-
mulating college enrollment). . . . urban institutions
are within easy reach of students. It is well to recall
that students living within 25 miles of a college are
twice as likely to go to college as those living beyond
25 miles.

Georgia State's non-residential campus with its central location has
created an interesting spatial distribution of students. The students tend
not to be located very near the central core of Atlanta, i.e., near the Uni-
versity; but instead, spread themselves throughout the metropolitan Atlanta
area. Many of the part-time students, who work full-time, have families and
tend to live in suburban residential areas in the metro area. This Univer-
sity's total commuter status is not unique. Kazlo and Hardwick (1973) found
that approximately 75 percent of all college students were commuters. They
also indicated that by 1985 ninety percent of all students will be commuting.

The commuting student at GSU lives in diverse parts of the metro area,
mr'ing it difficult to develop services for these students unless there is
m awareness of the location of concentrated groups of students. However,
it is an awareness of the location of concentrated groups of students. How-
ever, it is not always enough to know the number of students living in a
particular area; it is also important to know what are the academic interests
or needs of these students.

David Trivett (1974) in "The Commuting Student" discusses the University
of Maryland's special department which is totally devoted to the non-residential
student. The Office of Community Student Affairs at the University of Maryland
is responsible for: (1) identifyino problems of commuters, (2) identifying

4o



ways these students can take advantage of educational opportunities, and
(3) determining and endorsing issues which axe of importance to commuter
students. The commuter atudents have certain needs, both academic and
social, which the Office of Commuting Student Affairs can fulfill. The Uni-
versity of Maryland also monitors the National Clearinghouse for Commuter
Programs which provides other interested schools with information associatedwith the commuter student.

Once the needs of the commuting student and the location of the students
are determined, the appropriate programs and services can be developed.

Mhpping the Location of Students

This portion of the demographic study of Georgia State students is
devoted to determining the location of GSU students within the metropolitanregion. The data is presented in the form of a series of computer maps.

The base nap for this analysis is the Atlanta Regional Commission's
Atlanta Region Postal Zip Code Areas Map (February, 1973). The camputer
program which generated the maps is called "MAP" (Synagraphic Computer
Mapping). The maps present the geographic location of students (in number)
by zip code areas. The maps illustrate the location of students by the
various schools and academic level.

Because of the construction of this particular, form of graphic cammuni-
cation (i.e., SYMAP), there are certain limitations inherent in a display of
this type (see Appendix ,A. for general information about computer map con-struction). Same of the limitations of this presentation are:

(1) Since the data (number of students) is presented in the form
of a "range of values, no exact number of students for any
zip code can be determined. However, the concentrations of
the highest value range (or largest numbers) are discernible.

(2) Because the data varies from map to map, a comparative analy-
sis of the number of students by zip code area in different
schools is difficult; but, a comparison of areas of concen-
tration of student groups within the metropolitan region is
valid.

( 3 ) The geographic location of the zip code designations in the
eight county Atlanta metro area is generalized, that is, the
relative location of all zip code areas to each other is
accurate.

An Analysis of the Location of Students

There are two sets of computer maps. The first set depicts the loca-
tion of students by school and level, and the second set emphasizes the
location of students by age. In analyzing the computer maps some interesting
spatial patterns emerged. The residential patterns of GSU students vary
among schools and academic level. The highlights of the computer maps and
demographic statistics reflect:

4 9
111



* Most of ''6he students at 'Osu, live inFult on .and.DeKalb Counties.
Of the total ':.nUmberl.: Of students indi cating: their residence as

being', in ,the eight cOunty. Atlanta metro area,' .Fult on and DeKalb
County aecount fOr ,83 Percent' Of' the total.

There appears to be an equal number of students living within
and outside the perimeter highway (Interstate-285) surrounding
the City of Atlanta. It is of interest to note that 37:percent
of the students who reside in the metropolitan area live in the
City of Atlanta.

* Very few',HGSU Student6 live in the:outlying metro countiet of
Douglas', Gwinnett, Rockdale, and Henry'.

* Eighty-seven percent of the total student population lives in
the eight county metro area.

The residential patterns of black students conform to the general
locational :patterns of the "black sector" in Atlanta with a large
number of students living in the Southwest portion of the city.
Approximately 42 percent of all black students live in four zip
code locations in the metro area, and all but one zip code area
lies within the city. In fact, 20 percent of the black students
live within one zip code area in Southwest Atlanta.

* Allied Health Sciences and Arts and Sciences students tend to
live near the central city, i.e., near Georgia State.

* Business Administration and Education students appear to live
farther away from the downtown area. In fact, the Education
majors have the most dispersed residential patterns of any
students at the University.

Urban Life and Governmental Administration students seem to
locate in three predominant areas: (1) Souih Central DeKalb
County, (2) in and around the City of Marietta in Cobb County,
and (3) in South Fulton County (particularly near the South-
west portion of the City of Atlanta).

* The majority of General Studies students are located in Southwst
Atlanta, and in those parts of DeKalb County adjacent to the City
of Atlanta.

5 0



TABLE 3

LOCATION BY COUNTY OF GSU STUDENTS
RESIDING IN TEE EIGHT COUNTY METRO AREA

FALL QUARTER, 19711

County Number. of Students

Clayton
Cobb

DelCalb*
Douglas
Fulton*
Gwinnett
Henry
Rockdale

TOTAL

'

1,313
7,084

. 121

Percent of Students
in 8 County Area

5
8

6,030 38
315 2
88 .5

V .5

15,773 100

* There are' 5,814 studente (37 percent of the students living in the:8 county area) who reside within the city 'limits of Atlanta in_
DeKalb and Fulton Counties..

SOURCE: Percent computed by the, author.
the , Office of the Registrar.

The data was obtained from

.



The Location of Students by School and Level

MAP 1.

" .

The "first m*p yortrays-the geogxaphic location of the total stIld,ert
population ir; tile Atlanta eight county metropolitan area.

* Mofiat of the students iliVe in, Fulton and De Kalb :Counties
(which are the imost 'poPulOus metropelitan, Counties).

* There is an equal number of students living within and outside
the perimeter highway (Interstate 285 is' not shown on the map).

The residential location of students appears to follow the major
highway patterns within each county as determined by the author.

Very few students live in the outlying metro counties
Douglas, Gwinnett, Rockdale, and Henry.

Eighty-fseyen percent Of the:AOtal Student bodk lives
eight:, county .metropolitan Atlanta area.'

* Thirty.-seven percent of the studentsresiding in the eight
county".MetrO area lives in the City of Atlanta.



LOCATION OF ALL GSU. STUDENTS

IN THE EIGHT COUNTY METRO AREA
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MAP 2

Map 2 illustrates,,the residential-patterns ;of black: students.

* The residential patterns of black students follow the
general locational patterns of the *black sector" in
Atlanta. The majority of black students live within
the City in Southwest Atlanta.

* Approximately 42 percent of the black students live in
four zip code areas in the metropolitan area, and all
but one zip code area is in the City. In fact, 20.4
percent of the'black students live within one zip code
location in Southwest Atlanta.

* The.black'student population living:in the eight County
metropolitpn arearepreSents:12,percent of:the total ,H
student boey...



CATION OF THE BLACK
UDETIT POPULATION
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ors.
Map 3 presents the location of undergraduate Allied Health Sciences

The heav-Iest concentrations are located in West and
South DeKalb County and in the West Fulton County
area.

Many Allied Health Sciences students appear to live
"close-in" to the City with fewer students living
farther alkw from deorgia. State.

* This group represents five percent of the total stu-
dent body restding in the metro area.

* Eighty-two ;percent of the Allied Health Sciences
students Live in the AtleztEa metropolitan area.



LOCATION OF UNDERGRADUATE
ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCE STUDENTS

MAP 3
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NhP 4 depicts the residential location of undergraduate Business
Administration students:

As campared to undergraduate Allied Health Sciences
students, few students live near the Central City.
glhe majority of students live in South and East
DeKaib County and in Marietta/Smyrna area.

Fewer students in undergraduate Business Admin-
istration resided in the black residential area
in Southwest Atlanta.

* Ninety percent of the Business Administration
undergraduates live in the eight county metro area.
This group represents 16 percent of the total stu-
dent body.



LOCATION OF UNDERGRADUATE
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

STUDENTS
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-144p 5 presents the residential location of undergraduate Arts
and Sciences students.

* The undergraduate Arts and Sciences studentS tend
to concentrate around the central area in Atlanta
with some high density ztp code areas in parts of
DeKalb County.

.* Very few of tbese students live in North and South
Fulton County.; nouglas, Gwinnett, Eockdale, Henry,
and Clayton Counties.

Ninety-two porzent of the Arts and Scienoes under-
graduate students ltve in the Atlanta metro area.
This group 1.-epresents 21 percent.of tbo'total
student population.
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Nap 6 presents the residential location of undergraduate Education
majors.

* Fulton, DeKalb, and Cobb Counties all have heavy
concentrations of Education students.

The distribution of Education undergraduates is
different than the other'undergraduate schools in
that there appears.to be a rather concentrated
number of students throughout the central portion
of the metropolitan region.

* Ninety percent of the undergraduate Education
majors live in the eight county metrqpolitan area.
This group represents sik percent of the total
student body.
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Map 7 presents the location of Urban Life undergraduates.

The largest number of Urban Life undergraduates
lilies near the dity.of Marietta with the next
largest uoup living just dast of the City of
Atlanta in the area near the intersection of
Interstate 285 and Interstate 20.

* There:is a concentration of undergraduate Urban
Life students in SouthWest Atlanta, and there is
a small concentration of students located in
Clayton County. (this county, when the data is
compared to other Schools,' has contribUted few
students).

* Ninety percent of the Urban Life undergraduate
students live in the Atlanta metropolitan area,
and_ this group represents four percent of the
total student body.
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Map 8 presents the residential location of General Studies students.

The majority of General Studies students are located
in Southwest Atlanta and in those parts of DeKaib
County adjacent to the City-of Atlanta.

* The General StuAies students tend to be more central-
ized to the downtown area. In fact, there are few
major concentrations of these students outside the
perimeter highway.

* Ninety-three percent of the General Studies students
live in the eight county metro area. This group
represents two percent of the total student body.
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Map 9 illustrates the location of graduate Arts and Sciences

students.

* The graduate students in Arts and Science's, similar:
to the undergradUate studentsltend to live near"
the,City;; predaMinantlyin Northeast and East Atlanta,
and in West DeKalb County.

* The major portion of students live within the peri-
meter highway.

* The highest concentration of graduate Arts and Sciences
students is located in the zip code area around Pied-
mont and Ansley Park (in Atlanta).

Eighty-nine percent of the graduate Arts and Sciences
students live within the eight county metropolitan
area. This group represents five percent of the
total student body.
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144 10 depicts the location of graduate Business Administration
students.

* The spatial:distribution of students in graduate
Business Administration is more widely dispersed
throughout the metro region than graduate Arts
and Sciences students.

The heaviest concentratia are in South and:West
DeKalb County, and in Central Fulton County (in
particular the north plait. of the City Of Atlanta).
There is also a relatively heavy.concentration in
Cobb County.

* Eighty-seven percent of the Business Administration
graduates live in the eight county metropolitan
area. This group represents nine percent of the total
student body.

70.



MAP 10

LOCATION OF GRADUATE BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION STUDENTS
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MAP 11

This map portrays the location of graduate Education students.

The graduate students in Education are the most widely
disixibuted of all student groups. There are very
heavy concentrations of these students in Fulton and
DeKalb Countywith lighter concentrations in Cobb and
Clayton Counties.

* An igportant fUnction of Georgia State's School of
Education is the service it provides to teachers in
the metro area who are working toward advanced degrees
in Education. The Education majors who attend Georgia
State came from almost every mip code designation in
the Atlanta metro region. Through the extended course
programs, AATES and METRO, teachers in the eight county
Atlanta region can attend classes at various high
schools and junior colleges. Therefore, the students
do not have to came downtown for all their classes
which allows the Sdhool of Education to reach more
students.

Seventy-nine percent of the graduate Education students
live in the eight county area. This is the lowest per-
centage of any student group because, as was mentioned
earlier, these students are widely dispersed, andmany
students live outside the metropolitan region. The
graduate Education students represent 17 percent of
the total student body.
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MAP 22

Mhp 12 depicts tbe location of graduate Urban Life

The majority of Urban Life studenta:live,in South
FultOnCounty (in-:particularSouthwest Atlanta).
There.are smal.LcOncentrationvof students in:West
DeKalb County'and'in Cobb County.

* Eighty-seven percent of these students live within
the metropolitan Atlanta area, and. this group
represents one percent of the total student body.
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This map presents the location of Governmental Administration stu-
dents.

These students are concentrated in South DeKalb
and South and Central Fulton County. There are
light concentrations in Col.111 County and Northeast
DeKalb County.

* Ninety-two percent of the Governmental Administra-
tion students live within the Atlanta metropolitan
region, and this group represents one percent of
the total student body.
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1974.

MAP lit

Map 14 presents the location of entering freshmen fall quarter,

* The location of entering freshmen is rather widely
dispersed; however, there are three areas of con-
centration: South and East DeKalb, North DeKalb,
and West and South Fulton County.

* Very few of the entering freshmen live in Cobb,
Gwinnett, Rockdale, Henry, Clayton, or Douglas
Counties. The low distAbution in these Counties
(except Cobb) is representative of the residential
pattern of the general student population, i.e.,
very few of the Georgia State students live in
metropolitan counties other than Fulton, DeKalb,
and Cobb.

It is interesting to note that there are small
concentrationa of students in NOrth Fulton where
few GSU_students tend to reside.

* Eighty-six percent of the entering freshmen live
in the eight county metro area, and this group
represented four percent of the total student body.
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LOCATION OF ENTERING
FRESHMAN FALL QUARTER, 1974
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J-

The LOcation,of Students by-Age

MAP 15

This map portrays the location of students under 20 years of age.

There are twO:largecOncentrationdof:atudentkunder
age 20. '17hereis'a Concentrate&area:in South-Central
Fulton County and in SOutheast:DeKeib County.',

* &large number of these students live in the.,north.::

pert of DeKalb County near the Interstate 85'bighway.

* Few of the students under age.20 tend-to /ive in Cdbb
County.

* Eighty-eight percent of the students under age 20
live within the Atlanta netro area. This group
represents nine percent of the total student body.
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MAP 16

This map illustrates the location of students age 21-25.

* Theimajority of students-age 21,:to 25:live In,DeKaib
County.:.,,There are also smaller concentrations of
studentsAn.Fulton County.(in particular West and
SoUth Atlanta)..

There are fewer students in the, age group 21 to 25
living in North peKaib County as compared to students
in the age group under 20. Alto, there are no major
concentrations of these students in South Central
Fulton County.

* 'The largest number of students at Georgl.a State fell
into the age group 21 to 25. Eighty-nine percent of
these stUdents live in the Atlanta Mktropolitan area.
This age group represents 33 percent of the total
student body.
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144 17 preSents the location.of students.age. 26 - 30.

* Students in age group 26 to.30 tend to live in
Central Fulton and. DeKaib County. There are two
specific areas whate :,:"ge number of students
in this age group fl) in the downtown or
central Atlanta ar-ey GSU) and (2) South
Central DeKalb Count

* The geographical location of this age group is
unusual because a significant number of students,
are centralized near Atlanta's downtown area. In
this respects this distribution is similar to that
of age groups 46 to 50 and those over 50 years of
age. There are a few small groups of students in
Cobb and Clayton Counties.

Eighty-nine percent of the students in the age
group 26 to.30 live in the eight countymetropoli-
tan area This group represents 27 percent of
the total student body.
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MAP 18

This map illustrates the location of students age 31-35.

The largest nuthber of students in age group 31 to 35
tends to live in South Central and East DeKaib County
and in South Central FUlton County (in particular the
Southwest portion of the City of Atlanta).

* There is a relatively large number of students in this
age group living in Cdbb County (especially in the
MSrietta area).

* There are smol concentrations of these students in
South Gwinnett, Central Fulton, and in layton counties.

* Eighty-seven percent of the students in this age group
live in the Atlanta metropolitan area. This group
represents 10 percent of the total student body.
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This map depicts the location,of students age 36.t

Studentsin this age:group appear'to live ferther.smay
fromiAtlanta!ivcentral-area. A largelaCcumulation...of
Studenti in the agerrrange 36 to 0 liVej.t East:Central
DeKalb and South Centraljblton-Counties.

* There are smaller concentrations scattered throughout
Central Raton and Borth DeKalb Counties.

A small concentration of these students live in Rock-
dale County. Th2s is an interesting point since very
few GSU students reside in this particular coumt.,y.

Eighty-four percent of the students in this age group
live within the eight county metro region. These
students represent five percent of the total student
body.



LOCATION OF STUDENTS
AGE 36 - 40

SCALE

0 2
miles

MAP 19

,. .:.: 1.... .1...rjCPH.,..;;::;::;:;:7:
ill:SiMa:

t;i",...::',:nr , ,,,,,,,,,50/,,..1
.;;1W^. 77,7'Z":;4 1.:41 .r. ::":..." :::. I ,.. I, 44: .4,..1,,V..r,sly=r.,...M.."107

.177.7:1 r:.; , , 1 .1.,:: 1........' ..,- ,. :,..,-,:,.;:-

CORIIC 124'"'""'=".1.=" '
*: :,;...4;,,,,i,,.,....'''''''''-:;.",,,,..'''11-

I

I .f,0 PI PI ,P1,.. vOr100 1.4.0
'..,'1.422.7.":..'::=7,:'11:1:.r.11",-,=1,:',27"^"".1;10,,,=34,-... : ,,,.......,, -, - .... , , r:m e ...........,,,,,....;,,,,,,nnwirnor-.re,- ..,,,,,, ,... 1 1 ...,,,- ....... ...IA., 1,0004 41,4".."114^. 1,11,p144,,,,PInW.,,tn.,,,,PWWVMI.V.,,,,,,,,V1114,1",

74:44=;!1=4:7=121=12=71111",.......7,,,..,..,11,1., 41,0,,IVIIIII, .. -1=14.4=1177=1:1gW 0
"". " "".41.121:=147: " .G;r." " 4.7=

...M.," 4RP.

71.1:11717 WI ... obo

1.,110.1VreIVIP140 I..
nrnfici.J.I.wwli sual

-, . 4401.4044, alea

4ahaa --non - . rn040044 ,1,47,10,,I1M111

MI
44 a..

a ..a MI, IN

a nnilmm,

...... ---

.

nrult,

.......... .

aaaaawaaaaaaad nnnnn **.no n

"
nreinnfinn .4440400004000 101441) 44004. nn : ..1/ * ........

.. ...
Gan .. .... .

04
0.44144 .H.-1/--,

-:-..,1 ,+ i
4.*P *.

...A.D. 441,14111
tr:'

........... .
............

...... t:'

...... 0.0000.

......

,

...... .......
11 t:t;:/:t.ir.11."4,4

't-':

IN ill '1.

: ff
4.444,y

...... 004.
......

. ..

. ....... .......... .. ..

00;71.,

!4
14444.1,10,114P1

f. Students in= 788)

0 - 9

10 - 18

19 - 27

28 - 36
Sr: Jr=7.,

RIE 37 - 45

....

89



MAP 20

Mhp 20 presents the location of stUdents age 41 7 45..

The students in the age range 41 to 45 tend to live
near the perimeterlalghway (Interstate 285) iforth
Central DeKaib and'SouthTulton Counties.

.1 The next largest concentration of students lives in
a large area encompassing most of South Central
DeKalb County.

* Smaller groups of students in this age group live
Just outside the perimeter nighway in DeKalb, Fulton,
and Cobb Counties.

* Eighty-three percent of the stUdenta in the age group
41 to 45 live in the metropolitan area. These ata-
dents represent two percent of the total student
body,

9 0
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.14

blap 21 illustrates the location of students

* Mien compared to the students in the age range 41
to 45, the majority of students who are in the age
group 46 to 50 appear to live within the perimeter
highlay in the metropolitan area (predominantly in
North and West Atlanta). There is a concentraticn
of students living in East DeKa117. County.

* The next largest concentration of students liveeln
North DeKaib County-vid.th.rwiller groups:of students
liVing just outside the perimeter highway in Fulton,
DeKaIb, and Cobb Counties.

Eighty-three percent of the students.in this age
range live in the eight county Atlanta metro area.
This group represents two percent of the total stu-
dent body.
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This map presents the location of students over 50 years of age.

Very fevstudenta in this age groupliVe:outside
Atlanta's:perimeter highway,However, there is
a small concentration of students liVing in part
of Cobb:County.

The largest concentration of students lives just
north of the junction of the Interstate Highways 1-85
and 1-75 in Central Fulton County.

* Eighty-three percent of the students in this age
group live in the Atlanta metro area. These stu-
dents represent approximately one percent of the
total student body.
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An Analysis of the Location of the
"Last Colle e Attended" by GSU StuOents

Georgia State's student population is composed predominantly (over 50
percent) of individuals who are in a transfer status. This institution draws
its students from vtzt.ious colleges and universities across the nation as well
as from throughout thi3 State.

Nap 23 and Map 24 illustrate that GSU is becoming 3more widely known in
various regions throughout the country. Map 24 supports the author's conten-
tion that GSU has an impact on the educational services provided in this
state.

Some of the highlights of this section of the stu4y are:

The largest number of GSU graduate and undergraduate students
who attended out-of-state colleges cam fram colleges in
Kentucky, Tennessee, Nississippi, Alabama, and Florida.

Besides the East South Centrizi ,t1,7 Georgia State draws its
graduate students rather heav T1 the East North Central
and South Atlantic states.

* The East South Central and South Atlantic regions are the source
regions for the largest number of undergraduate students to GSU.

Three major feeder colleges '11 accrgial for all GSU students,
outside the metropolitan ,',1ta area are: (1) the University
of Georgia, (2) West Georgia College, and (3) Georgia Southern
College.

* Georgia State has received students from every four-yeax college
in the University aysten and half of the two-year institutions.

For the reader's information, the States contained in each region are
provided in Table 4.

,

9
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STATE DESIGNATIONS FOR STUDY REGIONS

PACIFIC (3 States- EAST NOP2.6. CENTRAL (5. States

California ;Illinois
Oregon ' Indiana
Washington Michigan,

Ohio
Wisconsin .

MOUNTAIN (8 States)

Arizona EAST SOUTH CENTRAL (5.§:tas)
Colorado
Idaho Alabama
Iviontana Florida
New Mexico Kentucky
Nevada Mi ssi ssippi
Utah Tennessee
Wyoming

WEST NORTH CMTRAL (7 States)
SOUTHHATLANTIC (4 States)

North.,Carolina
Iowa South Carolina
Kansas Virginia
Minnesota West Virginia
Missouri
Nebraska
North Dakota MEDDLE ATLANTIC (5 States)
South Dakota

WEST SOUTH MURAL (it States)

Arkansas
Louisiana
Oklahoma
Texas

Delaware
Maryland
New Jersey
New York
Pennsylvania

NEW. ENGLAND ( 6 States )

Conne ct i cut

Mas sachusett s

Maine
New Hampshire
Rhode Island
Vermont



MEgOa'

.,:Transfer'Students

MAP 2-3

This map illustrates the location of the last college attended by GSU graduate
students. Fame of the highlights of this map are:

The largest number of graduate students last attended colleges
in the East South Central States which include Kentucky., Tennes-
see, Mississippi, Alabama, ipad Florida.

Georgia State draws graduate students rather heavily from the
East North Central and South Atlantic States. However, fewer
students tend to come from the New England States and the
States in the far west.

Region

TABLE 5

Regional Location of the Last College Attended
by GSU Graduate Students

No. of Students
Percent
of' Total

Pacific
Mountain
West North Central

56
38

97

3
2
4

West South:Central 111
East North Central 332 15
East SoUth:Central 765 : 36H

SouthAtlantiO 353 17
Middle:Atlantia' 293 3.14.

New England 87 4

TOTAL 2,132 100

SOURCE: Percent computed by the author. The data was provided b
Office of the Registrar.
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This map illustrates.the Iodation of the last college attended by qo
undergraduateptUdents. Sane of the higaiights are:

The distribution on this map is very similar to the distri-
bution portrayed in the location of graduate students. The
East South Central region remains the most important region
as far as a feeder area for Georgia State. The South Atlantic
States provide the second largest number of undergraduate
students to GSU.

TABLE 6

Regional Location of the Last College Attended
by GSU Undergraduate Students

Percent
Region NO. of Students of Total

Pacific 62 4
Mountain 26 2
' West North Central 96 6
WestSouth Central 137 8
East:North Central 198 12
East:South Central 661 39
South:.Atlantic : 274 16

A.liddle Atlantic 160 10
,:.NelvEngland 52

. 3

TOTAL 1,666 100

SCURCE: Percent computed by the author. The (late. was Obtained from
the Office of the Registrar.
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MAP.25

This map depicts the last Georgia college (Withinthe University System):
attended by, GSU students (KindSates and undergrsduatea),It,is impor-
tantta'nOte'thai,jeUenollegel sUckaathe AtlintaijUniorC011ege and

,.EmManualJunitir.Coilegehaie bee?.3.*ilt.nnly.renent1y,:indtherefore:
Georet Statehai not received anY,students franthese inStitutiona.
The highlights of this map are:

.41 Initially,jt can hediscerned that:most of the: etudents Who
tranafer frUnWithinthe itatecame frau collegeein the North
Georgia areeand in partiOUlarthe generilLAtlanta regiOn. :

* Three major feeder colleges outside the MetrOPolitanCarea are:
(1) the.Univeraity of Georgia;(2)I West Georgia College, and
(3) GeorgieSouthern." : :'

* Georgia State has received students from every foUr-year college
in the UniversIty.Syatem and half of the two-year institutions.

TABLE 7

University System Units Which
GSU Students Last Attended

Total No. Pertent
of Students of TotalUniversity. System Units

Georgia Inititute of Technology
Southern Technical Institute,
Georgia State University-,
Medical College "of Georgia
University:Of GeOigia:,',
Albany State College: .

Armstrong:State College,
Augusta College
ColumbuS College .

Fort Valley' College
Georgiedollege: :

Georgia.SouthereColle,
Georgia Southwistera.College
North Georgia:College;
Savannah State College
ValdostaBtateC011ege: ,

West' Geergia College .
Abraham Baldwin Agrinuitural College
Albany JUnior College
Atlantejunier College
BainbridgeJuniOr College
:BrunsWielt-junior College 16
,Ulayton:jUnior'Cailege ' 414 14
Balton JUnior College

. 14
EmanUel CoUntYv.JuniorIC011ege
Ployd'Junior College
GainesvillejUnior Uoilegei
Gordon Junior College
Kennesaw Junior'College
Macon Junior College
MiddleGeorgieCollege
South Georgia College.

:306
_22

10
1

3
878- 29
65 2
hO H 1
29

46
74
134
4o
66

1
64
279 9
18
42

2
2
If

1

1

TOTAL

22

25° 8

11

Source: Percent was computed by the author. Th
Office of the Registrar.

2

100

data was provided by the

914.
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Implications of Demographic Planning

Georgia State is composed of a varied group of individuals with diverse
interests who have found that this institution has provided them with a means
of continming their education while allowing them to work. Because of the
diversity of the student population, there is a definite need to know more
about the demographic characteristics of the students. .Studaat demographic
inforration is necessary in order to plan for various acadee.c and social
services which GSU can fUrnish its students. Havighurst (1568) discusses
the need for planning in relation to education in a metropolitan region. He
states,

In a time of social change there is a premium on planning
for the future. Innovation is necessary, and planned
innovation gives better results than haphazard innovation.
The planning that is needed depends, of course, on the par-
ticular social system (Ibid.: 229-230).

This University is a part of the "social system" in the Atlanta metro-
politan area. AB mentioned earlier in this atudy, this institution serves a
vital function in Atlanta which cannot be duplicated by other metro colleges.
As Atlanta grows in population and in econaillic status, Georgia State may have
to alter the types of services it provides to the residents in this area.
This idea is similar to the ideas expressed by Havighurst in his discussion
of population growth and the total'services which are 7-rovid.ed in metropolitan
areas. Two specific aspects he discussed can be relate,- to Georgia State's
nrban situation. First, he indicates that as a citY's population grows, cer-
tain fundamental changes will occur and these should be recognized, L.s.,
increased population in metrapolitan areas requires that services be expanded
to compensate for the growth; and secondly, changes in the number of people
in different ocaupations will have an effect on the tvpes of services pravided.
This is an Important issue for higher education because shifts in occupation
status can affect the interest of students at a college or university. A
Shift in occupational emphasis could result in a new direction for student
services, both academic and social, at an institution.

A glance at the population growth of the Atlanta area (Table 8) through
the year 2000 reflects the vast changes which this region will experience in
the next 25 years. The Atlanta Regional Commission report,
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pOiiulalion and Households Atlanta Region
. 1960-2000

TOTAL POPULATION

In Group Quarters
In Households

Households
Families

Primary Individuals
Average Household Size

1960 1970 MO 1950 20001,044.321 1.436.975 1.991.342 2.687.213 3.478.450
23.844 25,354 29.800 35400 41.600

1,020.477 1.409,263 1,961.542 2651,813 3.436,850
298,518 442.813 67..25 927,689 1.214.717
260.329 364.570 538,075 732,093 946,389
38,189 78.143 132,550 195,596 268.328

3A2 118 2.92 2.86 2.83
'Numbers do not add to total popOlation because of Census error.Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census and Atlanta Regional Commission.

This:Chart was taken fram the.Atlanta
Regional Commission's pamphlet, An

Economic Base Study of the Atlanta Region, (1975:27).

An Economic Base Study of the Atlanta Region, indicates that by the year
2000, the Atlanta area may contain more than 50 percent of Georgia's popu-
lation (1975:28), Another important point about Atlanta's population growth
which is pertinent to Georgia State's urban position is contained in a
statement about changes in Atlanta's age composition.

The Atlanta Region, like most areas which have experienced
above average economic growth, is expected to maintain a
relatively yelling population compared with the nation. In
2000, the median age will be 30.3 while the median age for
the nation will "be 34.0 (Ibid.).

Table 9 illustrates the difference in the distribution of the age composition
_n Atlanta from 1970 to 2000,



4Population by Five-Year Age-Groups- Atlanta Region
1970 and 2000

1970 2000 CHANGE ,
NUMBER OF PERSONS NUMBER OF PERSONS 1970 TO 2000

AGE GROUPS MALE FEMALE

0- 4 67,893 65,460

5- 9 74,743 72,278

10-14 74,197 72,152

15-19 64,138 64,720

20-24 58,332 72,820

25-29 60,123 62,784

30-34 .19,269 49,582

35-39 44,515 45,083

40-44 42,929 44,925

45-49 40,438 42,492

50-54 33,669 35,902

55-59 27,311 30.710

60-64 20,896 25,996

65-69 14.335 .2,1,203

70-74 9,457 15.546

75 and Over 10,895 22.182

Total 693,140 743.835

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census and Atlanta Regional Commission.

MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE
149.607 142,685 81,714 77.125 ..

142,314 135,966 67,571 63,688

138,465 132,857 64,268 60,705

134,968 132,877 70.830 68,157

141,386 154.284 83,054 81,464
156,405 159,739 96,282 96,955
138,426 136,376 89,157 86,794

143,217 142,020 98,702 96,937

139,156 142.603 96.227 97.678

116.811 119,728 76,373 77.236

93,697 87,621 60.028 61,719

83,388 68,794 36,077 38.084
44.730 52,668 23,834 26.672

35.230 48,253 20.895 27.050

25.331 37.281 15,874 21.735

42,498 69.170 31.603 46,988

1,705,629 1.772,822

The chart was taken from the Atlanta Regional Commission's pamphlet, An
Economic Base Study of the Atlanta Region (1975:24).

Atlanta's economic situation is reflected, in the employment status of its
citizens. Table 10 shows the change in emphasis of this region's employment
base from 1970 to 2000.

TABLE 10

CIVILIAN NON-FARM WAGE ANI5 SALARY ElgIPLOYMENT
ATLANTA REGION 1970-2000

Industry Atlanta Region (000's)
1970 1980 1990 2000

Manufacturing 123.8 152.9 214.7 291.9
Government 95.8 129.0 174.9 230.6
Services 911-.3 143.8 205.,3 284.0
Retail Trade 103.4- 148.0 198.5 257.3
Wholesale Trade 66.3 93.9 128..i 170.1
T.C.U.* 59.4 82.1 109.2 142.6
F.I.R.E." 24-5.0 64.3 90.1 122.8
Construction 32.6 24-5.1 60.9 79.5
Mining .8 .8 .9 1.0
TOTAL 621.4 859.9 1183.1 1579.8

* Transportation, Communications and Utilities
*Finance, Insurance and Real EstateV.

This chart was taken from the Atlanta Regional Commission's
pamphlet, An Economic Base Study of the Atlanta Region (1975:10).



It can be discerned from Table 10 that there currently is a shift in
employment emphasis f;:om manufacturing to other industry groups. "By indus-
try group, services, finance/insurance/real estate and wholesale trade will
experience the highest rates of growth during the forecast period (i.e.,
through the year 2000)9 (Ibid.:28). These Changes could have a definite
impaOt upon Georgia State's student population in that the students' academic
interests could Shift to areas which seem to have more promise for employment.

The Changes which have occurred and which will occur in this area will
have a definite impact on the demographic characteristics of GSU students.
This University should recognize these changes and should prepare to adjust
itself in the fUture. The best way to prepare for this adjustment is to plan
for future changes. The alterations in the Atlanta region which will occur
in the next 25 years seem to be substantial. It is for this reason that edu-
cational planners need to take a more active role in monitoring the present
demographic Characteristics and to prepare themselves to project for ftture
changes in the demography of the area with which they are associated.

This report has attempted to display a format which could be used in
monitoring demographic changes. The charts, graphs, and maps provided a visual
presentation of student data for educational planners. This type of study
could be conducted every few years to provide more information about demographic
variance in the student population. When current student characteristics are
realized, the job of preparing demographic forecasts for fUture years is made
less difficult. Finch and Snith (1974) described this situation most aptly,

A question frequently asked is 'How can a college afford
to develop a demographic capability?' Last year one of
the nation's largest community college districts passed
a multi-campus bond issue. Because good population and
enrollment forecasts have not been available, the con-
struction program remains at a standstill. In the mean-
time, inflation is eroding the bonds at a rate exceeding
$25,000 per day. It is therefore subnitted that the
question should be rephrased to 'How can a college afford
not to develop a demographic planning capability?'
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A few general aspects of computer mapping are discussed so that the
limitations of the maps may be realized. The computer maps are created by
locating coordinate points (hich are the outline of the general stady area
and any internal divisions)* on a grid matrix. These grid coordinates are
then put into the SYMAP program along with the values for each division within
the study area. The data is arranged into groups of values or "ranges" (nor-
mally there are five distinct groups) with each group having a syMbol designa-
tion. The values for eadh division are represented by a specific symbol such
as dot, a plus sign, a circle, or a square (the higher values are represented
as small black squares); for example, the higher the concentration of students
the darker the symbolization.

* The internal divisions for this study include all zip code areas in the
eight county Atll.nta metropolitan area.
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